Health Alert

By
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Due to the cold weather that Georgia has been experiencing this winter, several falconers have contacted me regarding their birds acting listless or not being able to put over their crop.  After treating these birds and speaking with my veterinarian, it has been determined that these birds have been suffering from “Cold Weather Anemia”

The main cause of this condition is a combination of housing your bird outside during extreme cold in the winter months, always keeping the bird at hunting weight.  In order to get the nutrition the bird needs to deal with the cold weather, it breaks down blood proteins to use as an energy source.  Consistently giving the bird limited food or using poor quality food such as day old chicks, gizzards or stew meat as a constant source of diet can cause this condition.   
Symptoms
Symptoms can vary and are not limited to:

*Change in Behavior – 

Acting listless, tired, unwillingness to fly,

        

weakness.

*Lack in Appetite – 

Not interested in food, flicking food or not 






putting over a crop

*Physical Appearance –

“Almond-eyed” appearance, fluffed 






feathers while in a warm area, minor 






tremors or shaking, excessive sleeping 






during the day, a sudden or noticeable 






prominence of the keel

Treatment
This condition must be treated immediately and can be fatal within 24 hours.  
General treatment protocols include subcutaneous fluids, warmth, followed by a small amount of easily digestible foods (skinned, headless, tailless mice).  The bird must be adequately hydrated before a normal feeding regiment continues.

Oral hydration with straight Karo syrup is not  recommended.  The lack of fluids in the bird’s system will prevent it from metabolizing the complex carbohydrates in the syrup or any solid food it takes in.  It is best to use a simple water mixed with pedialyte solution or lactated ringer.
If you have access to a veterinarian, you should take your bird there so a blood sample can be taken to check the percentage of red blood cells and total solids.  In raptors, red blood cells should range from 40 to 45 percent and total solids should range from 3.0 to 5.0 g/dl.
Three weeks is an average recovery time.

Prevention
-Feed your bird a high quality and varied diet (whole prey) food.  Also, using a supplement such as Vitahawk is helpful.  
-Oscillate the bird’s weight, meaning, cropping the bird up at least once a week and do not keeping it in a constant state of readiness.  In nature, the bird routinely gorges itself when it eats.  Replicating this not only mimics nature, it also provides a psychologically rewarding experience for the bird that helps build the bond between the bird and you. 
-Give the bird some time off from hunting during the week.

-Provide a heat source or bring the bird into a warmer area when the 

 weather is very cold.

