Dr. Eric Storey, Associate Professor of Veterinary Ophthalmology, Department of Veterinary Clinical Sciences, LSU School of Veterinary Medicine and past president of Falconers and Austringers of Alabama, wrote the following article for the Winter 1998 edition of The Alabama Austringer. I contacted him and requested permission to reproduce the  article on our web site and he was kind enough to grant permission to do so. 
Larry Mullis
Roadside Trapping
It is often a challenge to find just the right bird. We can find ourselves frustrated to the point of compromise. It is still important to stay objective about our trapping privileges though.
 We should rejoice that we are not reduced to using only captive bred raptors and use the utmost care in our efforts to obtain our next bird.
Remember the laws as they relate to not only trespassing but also to traffic.  Minimum speeds, U-turns, pulling off on right of ways, and just plain hazardous driving are all illegal in some situations.
 Just pulling off beside the road can lead to confrontations with the law and lots of explaining.  These incidences are an annoyance to law officers that often lead to an annoyance with falconry in general.
Not every potential confrontation can be avoided so be prepared to present your permit and take time to explain yourself in the midst of a busy morning trapping. 
 Be careful to trap in low-traffic areas only as this will prevent 90% of complications. Try to get the trap far enough off the road to keep from drawing the attention of passing cars. Most importantly, be sure to weight down your trap enough to prevent a female redtail from dragging it in front of cars.
 This could potentially lead to extreme consequences not only in terms of the future legality of trapping with BC's but also in terms of property and potentially even the loss of life. Please be careful to avoid this!  Even kestrel  traps should be weighted for redtails since anything is possible.
Remember that a person witnessing the trapping of a raptor often feels a sense of sadness or distaste for the bird's temporary loss of freedom.  Try to avoid witnesses -- again by trapping in low traffic areas and being quick to get your bird socked and in the car out of sight. 
Trapping adult birds is a waste of your time and adds unnecessary opportunity for problems of all sorts.  Try to identify the age of prospective birds and avoid trapping adults when possible. You may be able to even bump them off the trap before they become entangled if you see a "red" tail as the bird makes for your trap. 
In short; be conscientious, avoid unnecessary trapping, stay legal (permit and traffic wise), and remember that with respect to trapping, discretion is the best rule of thumb. 
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Persons engaged in trapping birds should do so in a manner which is sensitive to public perceptions and does not create a safety hazard for themselves, the public or the birds involved.
